
Handout 1: Your Professor and The Religion Major 
 

1) Your Professor: Dr. Wayne Coppins, wcoppins@uga.edu; blog = germanforneutestamentler.com 
 

Background: While majoring in Greek and Latin as an undergraduate, I developed a great interest in reading 

and interpreting the New Testament. After completing my BA, I decided to pursue graduate work in religion and 

theology, which led to further studies in Germany and England. My PhD is from the University of Cambridge.  
 

Teaching: Most of my teaching is focused on early Christianity. In the coming semesters, I hope to teach the 

following courses: Spring 2017 (RELI 1008 and RELI 4088: Seminar on Martin Luther’s commentary on 

Galatians in commemoration of the 500
th
 year of the reformation); Fall 2017 (RELI 4089: Biblical Greek and 

RELI 4082: Life and Letters of Paul); Spring 2018 (RELI 4085: Gospel According to John). 
 

Research: While most of my publications have been in Pauline studies, my current research interests are 

focused on the Synoptic Gospels and especially the Gospel of Mark. Within the field, I am best known for my 

work as editor and translator for the Baylor-Mohr Siebeck Studies in Early Christianity series and for my blog 

“German for Neutestamentler”. Here are a few of my publications: 
 

Book: Coppins, Wayne. The Interpretation of Freedom in the Letters of Paul. With Special Reference to the 

‘German’ Tradition. WUNT II/261. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009. 
 

Article: Coppins, Wayne. “Doing Justice to the Two Perspectives of 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.” Neotestamentica 44 

(2010), pp. 282-291. 
 

Translation: Wolter, Michael. The Gospel According to Luke. Edited by Wayne Coppins and Simon Gathercole. 

Translated by Wayne Coppins and Christoph Heilig. 2 Volumes. Baylor-Mohr Siebeck Studies in Early 

Christianity 4. Waco, Tex.: Baylor University Press, 2016/2017.  
 

Review: Coppins, Wayne. Review of Ernst Käsemann, On Being a Disciple of the Crucified Nazarene. In 

Review of Biblical Literature, 2011 (see link on my blog). 

 

2) The Religion Major 
 

One of the reasons that I teach 1000 level courses is because I hope to convince many of you to add religion as a 

(first or second) major! In my judgment, the main value of a religion major is that it will give you perspectives 

and skills that will help you to navigate the concrete world in which we live and will enable to you excel in a 

wide variety of contexts. In this class, for example, I hope you will learn the value of reading texts closely and 

becoming more sensitive to the ways that the authors seek to shape and persuade their readers. Apart from the 

question of whether or not some of these perspectives may prove illuminating, the very activity of learning to 

become more aware of how a given New Testament text “works” will equip you with skills and perspectives that 

can enable you to think about and live in our world in a more critical and constructive manner.  

 

Whatever you may hear to the contrary, the religion major is very straightforward (see the UGA Bulletin for 

details). For the major requirements in particular, you need to take a total of 21 hours. There are 6 course 

categories. You must take courses in four out of the six categories, and one of these courses must be from 

category 1 (Judaism and Christianity). In other words, 12 hours must fulfill certain categories, whereas the other 

9 hours may be in whatever category you wish. Since only 21 hours are required for the major, Religion is 

particularly well suited if you are considering a double (or triple) major.  

 

For two reasons, I believe that you should all consider pursuing a double (or even triple) major. First, your 

undergraduate degree is a great time in life, which there is no reason to rush through. On the contrary, you 

should make the most of it both intellectually and socially. Secondly, a second major will always be part of your 

credentials and may well open up doors to you that would have otherwise been closed. In short, whether or not it 

is Religion, I strongly encourage you to consider double (or triple!) majoring at UGA.  

mailto:wcoppins@uga.edu


  

Handout 2 – Presuppositions, Tasks, and Aims 
 

1. The Relationship between one’s ideas about the NT and Reading the NT 
 

Model 1:  a) Fixed Ideas about the NT 

  b) Do not read the NT 
 

Model 2: a) Fixed Ideas about the NT 

  b) Fixed ideas completely determine how one reads the NT 
 

Model 3:  a) Fixed Ideas about the NT 

  b) Suspend ideas about NT in order to read the NT afresh 

  c) Form ideas of NT based upon reading of NT  
 

Model 4: a) Provisional ideas about the NT 

  b) Provisional ideas about the NT inform one’s reading of NT 

  c) Reading the NT informs one’s provisional ideas about the NT 

 
Related Quotation: In every detail of methodology we are chained to our dogmatic premises. It is not theology 

without presuppositions which is possible, but rather theology which radically questions and is continually ready to 

correct itself. That means, however, that we must give an account of the dogmatic tradition from which we come and 

in which we find ourselves at the present time” (Ernst Käsemann) 
 

Explanation: Käsemann’s point is that since it is not possible to do theology without having presuppositions or pre-

judgments, the task of the interpreter is not to suspend or abandon our presuppositions but rather to subject them to 

radical questioning and continually correct them when necessary.  

 
The Relevance of this Relationship for this Class: In the light of Käsemann’s remarks, my recommendation to you is 

not that you rashly set aside or suspend your current ideas or presuppositions about the New Testament – whether 

they be positive or negative – but rather that you become more aware of the extent to which these views inform and 

determine the way you read the NT and more importantly that you allow your reading of the NT to inform your ideas 

about it. Whether or not you choose to do this, however, in order to do well in this class you will be required to show 

that you have obtained a thorough knowledge of the content of the New Testament and to demonstrate that you have a 

basic overview of some of the key issues in New Testament scholarship. Moreover, you will be expected to show that 

you are able to engage with these issues in a constructive and critical manner. 

 

2) The Tasks and Aims of this Course 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What I do (Dr. Wayne Coppins) 
 

Basic Task: To facilitate learning 
 

 

 
Carefully and strategically select the 

best materials that I can find.  

 
 

 

Structure and organize the class so as to 
foster your interest and provoke you to 

critical and constructive thought: small 

groups, course packets, handouts 
 

 

Create exams that require mastery of 
content and critical thinking. 

 

Secondary Task: To grade assignments 
in order to assess learning  

 

What you do (Insert Name) 
    

Basic Task: To actively seek to learn 
 

 

 
Read, digest, and wrestle with the 

assigned material so as to advance 

your grasp of the subject matter of 
the course. 

 

Express and revise your thoughts in 
dialogue with others; deepen and 

rework the ideas you developed 

through your engagement with the 
assigned readings. 

 

Focus your learning by preparing 
well for your exams. 

 

Secondary Task: To complete 
assignments in order to receive a 

grade. 

 

Aims of Course 
 

Basic Aim: to engage New Testament in such a way that 
we penetrate to the heart of the subject matter and develop 

other skills along the way. 

 
To grow in our ability to read attentively and insightfully. 

To obtain a firm grasp of the content and character of the 

New Testament. To grapple with the main critical issues 
associated the interpretation of these texts. 

 

To grow in our ability to think critically and to express our 
ideas in constructive dialogue with others; to deepen our 

thinking about the New Testament in this manner. 

 
 

 

To solidify and deepen what you have learned by preparing 
for exams. 

 

Secondary Aim: To achieve a good grade in the course, 
bearing in mind that a grade is unfortunately a very 

imperfect measurement of learning. 

 

 

 

 



  

Handout 3: The Study of Early Christianity and the Context of Jesus and the New Testament 

 

The Study of Early Christianity 
 

For everyone, http://www.ntgateway.com is a great internet site for studying early Christianity. Likewise, 

http://www.stepbible.org/ is useful. For those considering a major in Religion and subsequent graduate work in the field of 

early Christianity, I also recommend consulting the document “A Roadmap for Aspiring New Testament Scholars”, which 

is available on my website (germanforneutestamentler.com). Let me limit myself here to a single suggestion, namely that 

you consider taking Greek, German and Hebrew from the very start of your studies at UGA (you may even consider adding 

one of them this semester!). In the case of German, this could enable you to participate in the Heidelberg Exchange 

program, which would put you in contact with some of the leading New Testament scholars and theologians in Germany.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jesus and the New Testament 
 

 

336 BCE  Alexander the Great and Hellenization 
 

63 BCE   Inauguration of Roman Rule of Palestine 
 

27BCE – 14CE  Rule of Roman Emperor Augustus; 14-37CE = Rule of Tiberias 
 

37BCE – 4CE  Herod the Great “rules” as “king” of Judea, Galilee, Ituraea/Trachinitis 
 

4BCE-39CE  (Herod) Antipas is tetrarch in Galilee 
 

6-41CE   Direct Roman Rule in Judea – Pilate is prefect from 26-36CE. 
 

37-41CE Caligula  41-54 CE Claudius  54-68 Nero   69 Galbo-Otho-Vitellius-Vespasian 
 

69-79CE Vespasian;  79-81 CE Titus  81-96 Domitian  96-138 Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6/4 BCE – 30/33 CE Life of Jesus in Galilee (North), surrounding areas, Judea/Jerusalem (South) 

 

ca. 36 CE    Paul’s “Conversion”      Eyewitnesses 
 

ca. 50-60   Paul’s undisputed letters   oral tradition 

                  1-2 Cor; Rom; Gal; Phil; 1 Thess; Phlm    Q (ca. 40-70, if it existed) 
 

70 CE Romans destroy the temple   ca. 70 CE Gospel of Mark 

 Titus/Vespasian       
 

        ca. 85 CE Gospels of Matthew and Luke 
 
 

90 Jamnia/Yavneh (Formative Judaism)  ca. 90-100 CE Gospel of John 
 

 

ca. 50-120: Other NT Writings: Acts, Disputed Letters of Paul, Hebrews, 7 Catholic Epistles, Revelation 

ca. 90-300: Other EC writings that did not become canonical (e.g. “Apostolic Fathers”; “NT Apocrypha”)  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

** The Relationship between the Gospels                
 

Two-Source Hypothesis              Farrer Hypothesis    John doesn’t know Mark   John knows Mark 

  

Mark  Q  Mark        Jesus Tradition  Jesus Tradition 

      Matthew   

Matthew Luke  Luke   Mark    Mark   

                John            John 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

** Scripture, Canon, and Creed 
 

By ca. 200 CE the four Gospels and the letters of Paul were widely reckoned as Scripture 

By the end of 4
th

 century there was fairly extensive agreement on the scope of the Canon  

Apostles’ Creed (?); Nicene Creed: Nicaea 325CE; Constantinople 381CE; Chalcedon: 451CE 

http://www.ntgateway.com/
http://www.stepbible.org/


  

Handout 4: Jewish History in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and Beyond (PEC
2
K) 

 

The purpose of this handout is to give you an overview of the story of Israel and the Jewish people as 

this is presented in the Hebrew Bible/Septuagint/Old Testament and in other ancient sources.  
 

In order to help you remember the basic lines of this (hi)story, I will use of an acronym developed by 

Jeremy Thompson (see http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9647.2012.00783.x/pdf) 
 

The acronym is meant to help you to grasp the basic content of what Thompson calls the “primary 

history” (Genesis through Kings) and the “secondary history (Chronicles through Nehemiah). 
 

The acronym is  
 

PEC2K. 
 

Primary History (Genesis – Kings) 
 

Patriarchs and Matriarchs   [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob + Sarah, Rebekah, Leah & Rachel] 

Egypt / Exodus   [Moses, Passover, Sinai, Law, Covenant, Wilderness etc.] 

Conquest (of Canaan)    [see esp. book of Joshua] 

Chieftains (aka Judges)  [see esp. book of Judges] 

Kingdom (united)   [King David, Jerusalem, Solomon, temple in Jerusalem] 
 

Secondary History (Chronicles – Nehemiah) 
 

Kingdoms (divided, Judah/Israel) [Rehoboam, “Sin of Jeroboam” = golden calves in Bethel/Dan] 

Conquest (by Assyrians)   [722, Northern Kingdom] 

Conquest (by Babylonians)   [587, Southern Kingdom) 

Exile      [i.e. Babylonian Exile] 

Post-exilic period   [Return under Persians, rebuilding of the Temple ca. 516/515] 
 

Extending Thompson’s Acronym 
 

As a way of extending the usefulness of Thompson’s acronym, here is my own attempt to replicate it 

with regard to some subsequent developments that took place in early Judaism and early Christianity. 
 

Jewish History in the Hellenistic Period 
 

Penetration of Hellenization through Alexander the Great (336 BCE), Greek Language and Culture 

Emergency under Antiochus IV, proscription of Jewish religion, desecration of temple in 168 BCE 

Counteraction: Maccabean Revolt / Hasmoneans, rededication of Temple in 164 BCE (Hanukkah). 

Creation of Jewish parties around this time (probable), e.g. Pharisees and Sadducees 

Kingdom of sorts under Hasmonean Rule (ca. 140-63 BCE), helped by alliance with Romans  
 

Jewish and Christian History in the Roman Period  
 

Kingdom of Herod the Great (37-4 BCE), now under the power of Rome (since 63 BCE, Pompey) 

Contrast between Galilee under Jewish rule (Herod Antipas) & Judea under direct Roman rule (Pilate) 

Conquest by Romans in 70 CE (1
st
 Jewish Revolt, temple destroyed) and in 135 (2

nd
 Jewish revolt).   

Emergence of Rabbinic Judaism and formative period for Early Christianity after 70 CE 

Production of Mishnah (ca. 200), Talmuds (ca. 400/600), Nicene Creed (325), Canon Lists, etc. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9647.2012.00783.x/pdf


  

Handout 5: (Narrated) Jewish History until 600 CE with Special Reference to Second Temple Judaism 
 

 Approximate Dates     Event/Situation as narrated or reconstructed   
 

 -------------------       Primeval History: Adam & Eve, Enoch, Noah (Flood/Covenant), Tower of Babel/Babylon etc (Gen 1-11). 
  

2000-1700 BCE       Patriarchal Period: Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, etc. (Gen 12-50)    
 

1300-1050 BCE       Exodus and Establishment in Land of Canaan: Moses/Aaron, Joshua, Judges etc (Exodus-Judges) 
 

1000-922 BCE      Unified Kingdom under David and Solomon   

          

922-722 BCE      Divided Kingdom: Judah & Israel 
 

722 BCE       Assyrians absorb Israel (northern kingdom)   
          

622 BCE       Law book found in Temple; reforms of Josiah 
          

587/586 BCE      Babylonians conquer Judah (southern kingdom); Exile  

             

539 BCE       Persian Cyrus conquers Babylon; Return  
  

539/538-332 BCE      The Persian Period / Judaea under Persian Rule      

             

516/515 BCE      Rebuilding of Jerusalem Temple 
 

515 BCE – 70CE      Second (2nd) Temple Judaism 

          

465-424       Reign of Artaxerxes I: Work of Ezra and Nehemiah   
 

356-323 BCE      Alexander the Great; son of Philip II of Macedonia 
 

331-63 BCE      Hellenistic Period   
  

175-164 BCE      Antiochus IV Epiphanes: Desecrated temple in 168BCE   
             

167-164 BCE               Maccabaean Revolt + aftermath: 164: Temple rededication     
 

152       Appointment of Jonathan to high priesthood     
 

142       Capture of Akra and expulsion of the Syrian garrison 
             

140-63 BCE      Hasmonean Rule of Palestine (Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes)        

             

63BCE       Roman General Pompey enters Jerusalem and Temple     

             

63 BCE –       Roman Rule of Palestine        
 

37-4 BCE      Herod the Great rules over Judea, Galilee, Ituraea/Trachinitis    
 

6/4 BCE – 30/33 CE    Jesus’ Life (Gospels: ca. 85/70/85/95; Paul’s letters: ca. 50-60)      
             

37 BCE  – 6CE      Archelaus ethnarch of Judea; deposed in 6 CE 

4 BCE – 39 CE      Herod Antipas tetrarch of Galilee and Transjordan 

4BCE – 34 CE     (Herod) Philp tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis      
            

6-41 CE       Early Governors of Judea (Direct Roman Rule; Pilate 26-36CE)    
             

41-44 CE       Herod Agrippa I rules area once ruled by Herod the Great 
  

44-66 CE       Later Governors, first over all Palestine (Felix/Festus, 52-60/60-62) 
 

53-100 CE      Herod Agrippa II over Ituraea and Trachonitis 
 

66-70 CE       The First Jewish Revolt (Bandits, Sicarii, Zealots) 
 

70 CE       Destruction of Jerusalem Temple by the Romans 
             

73/74 CE       Masada taken by the Romans 
 

90 CE       Yavneh or Jamnia (beginnings of Rabbinic Judaism)     
             

115-117       Jewish Revolts in Egypt and Mesopotamia 
 

132-135 CE      Bar Kokhbah Revolt (2nd Jewish Revolt)     
 

200 CE       Compilation of the Mishna  
 

ca. 400/600 CE      Compilation of Jerusalem Talmud and Babylonian Talmud 

Persian Period (539-331) 

 

 

 

Roman Period (63BCE – ) 

2
nd

 Temple Judaism (515BCE -70CE) 

(some start in 539 or 520) 

 

Hellenistic Period  (331-63 BCE) 

 

 

 

 

Antiochus IV + Maccabaean Revolt 

Rededication of Temple (164) 

Hasmonean Rule of Palestine 

(140-63 BCE) 

Roman Period (63 BCE – ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destruction of the Temple (70) 

 

 

 

 

United Kingdom under David & Solomon (ca. 1000-922) 

00))))BCE) 

722: Assyria Absorbs Israel (northern kingdom)  

Divided Kingdom: Judah & Israel (922-722) 

587/586: Babylonians conquer Judah (southern 

kingdom); Exile; Destruction of 1
st
 Temple 


